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SUBJECT: CHURCH AND STATE : CATHOLIC CHURCH RELATIONSHIP WITH 
GOA ONE YEAR AFTER COUP 

REF: (A) 76 BUENOS AIRES 7237, (B) 76 BUENOS AIRES 8001, (C) 

BUENOS AIRES 2262 

1 . SUMMARY. AS FIRST YEAR OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT IS MARKED, 

ALMOST COINCIDENT WITH HOLY WEEK, ARGENTINE CHURCH IS TROUBLED 
BY HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM BUT UNWILLING TO CONFRONT GOA OVER 
ABUSES. IT REFLECTS FAITHFULLY THE GENERAL LOCK OF SYMPATHY IN 
ARGENTINE SOCIETY WITH EFFORTS OF TERRORISTS AND SUBVERSIVES 

OF THE EXTREME LEFT, ITS RELUCTANT TOLERANCE OF REPRESSION, AND 
ITS INABILITY TO SEE ANY BETTER ALTERNATIVE TO PRESENT GOA IN 
SHORT RUN. END SUMMARY. 

2. FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT, AND HOLY WEEK, 
PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY FOR CATHOLIC CHURCH TO SPEAK OUT ON STATE 
OF SOCIETY IN ARGENTINA. GIVEN EVIDENCE THAT PRESSURES WERE 
GROWING WITHIN THE CHURCH TO CONFRONT GOA MORE FORCEFULLY ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE (REFTEL C), EASTER SERMONS AND PASTORAL 
LETTERS MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO EMPHASIZE CHURCH CONCERN MORE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 02766 151833Z 

POINTEDLY THAN IN THE PAST YEAR. THAT THEY DID NOT DO SO IS 
CONFIRMATORY EVIDENCE THAT ARGENTINE CHURCH IS NO MORE PREPARED 
THAN OTHER MAJOR ELEMENTS OF SOCIETY TO PLACE ITSELF IN OPPOSITION 
TO GOA. 

3. CARDINAL ARAMBURU, THE PRIMATE, IN HIS HOMILY IN THE CATHEDRAL ON 
EASTER SUNDAY STAYED VERY MUCH ON THE HIGH GROUND OF RELIGIOUS 
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EXHORTATION. HE REFERRED ONLY BRIEFLY AND OBLIQUELY TO THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROBLEM:". ..IN THE PAST YEAR. THAT THEY DID NOT DO SO IS 
CONFIRMATORY EVIDENCE THAT ARGENTINE CHURCH IS NO MORE PREPARED 
THAN OTHER MAJOR ELEMENTS OF SOCIETY TO PLACE ITSELF IN OPPOSITION 
TO GOA. 

3. CARDINAL ARAMBURU, THE PRIMATE, IN HIS HOMILY IN THE CATHEDRAL 
ON EASTER SUNDAY STAYED VERY MUCH ON THE HIGH GROUND OF RELIGOUS 
EXHORTATION. HE REFERRED ONLY BRIEFLY AND OBLIQUELY TO THE 
HUMANR RIGHTS PROBLEM: '. ..IN ARGENTINA THERE IS PROFOUND DESIRE 
FOR PEACE, AND THE PROMPT END OF THE FRATRICIDAL STRUGGLE PROVOKED 
BY GUERRILLA, AND FOR ARETURN TO THE CORRESPONDING TRANQUILITY 

TO SO MANY HOMES DEEPLY AFFLICTED WITH UNCERTAINLY FOR THE LIVES, 
GUILTY OR INNOCENT, OF THEIR MEMBERS." BISHOP GARCIA OF MAR DEL 
PLATA LASHED OUT AT THE PRIVILEGED WHO AGGRAVATE THE ECONOMIC 
DIFFICULTIES OF THE POOR. 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, CHIEF ARMY CHAPLAIN MENESTRINA EULOGIZED HIS 
SOLDIERS, THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN FOR THEIR COURAGE AND 
SACRIFICE IN PROTECTING THE SOCIETY, WHILE BISHOP SANSIERRA OF 

SAN JUAN DE CUYO ATTACKED COMMUNISTS WHO PERSECUTE CHRISTIANS 
AND "PROTESTS OVER HUMAN RIGHTS WHOSE INTENTIONS ARE NOT ALWAYS 
CLEAR, AND WHICH ORIGINATE WHERE THEY ARE NOT OBSERVED WITH ALL 
THEIR INDIVIDUAL, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONSEQUENCES." 

BISHOP MAYER OF BAHIA BLANCA LAMENTED THE "INHUMAN GUERRILLA," 

THE KIDNAPPINGS THE ANXIETY OF MILITARY AND POLICE WHO LIVE WITH 
THE FEAR OF ASSASSINATION, AND PRICE INCREASES. HE ATTACKED THE 
ADVANCE OF MARXISM IN ASIA AND AFRICAS AS WELL AS IN THE 
TRADITIONALLY CHRISTIAN COUNTRIES OF EUROPE AND AMERICA. AND THE 
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"CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE" OVER SUFFERINGS IN VIETNAM, LAOS, AND OTHER C 
OUNTRIES OF ASIA AND AFRICA. 

5. THE SERMONS AND LETTERS CONFIRM WHAT IS KNOWN TO BE THE 
SITUATION WITHIN THE CHURCH. A FEW OF THE BISHOPS AND PRIESTS ARE 
WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORTERS OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND SOME ARE KNOWN TO 
GIVE COMFORT AND ABSOLUTION TO MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY FORCES 
WHO BRING THEIR CONFLICTS OF CONSCIENCE OVER ABUSES TO THE 
CONFESSIONAL. A FEW OTHERS HAVE COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO THE FAR 
LEFT, INCLUDING TWO PRIESTS WHO WERE CAPTURED GUNS IN HAND LEADING 
AN ATTACK ON A POLICE STATION. THE GREAT MAJORITY REMAIN ABOVE 

THE STRUGGLE, PERHAPS WITH SYMPATHIES FOR ONE SIDE OR THE OTHER, 

BUT WITHOUT COMMITMENT. AS A WHOLE, THE HIERARCHY IS CONCERNED 
OVER GOVERNMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AND HAS BEEN WILLING TO 
SUPPORT PRIVATE PRESSURES BY THE LEADERSHIP UPON THE GOA BUT NOT 
PUBLIC CONFRONTATION. THE TURNING POINT, IF THERE IS ONE 
COULD COME IN MAY WITH THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING OF THE BISHOPS 
CONFERENCE. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY CHURCH SOURCES THAT IT IS LIKELY 
THAT A MORE PUBLIC STANCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS MAY BE TAKEN BY THE 
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CHURCH THEN, IF THERE HAS BEEN NO IMPROVEMENT IN THE SITUATION. 
HOWEVER, WE DOUBT THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CHURCH TO MOVE TO A 
POSITION OF MORE OPEN CONFRONTATION, FOLLOWING THE CHILEAN 
EXAMPLE, UNTIL EITHER THE SITUATION WORSENS OR OTHER PRESSURES GROW. 

6. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE PAPAL NUNCIO AND HIS DEPUTY HAVE 
MADE NO SECRET OF THEIR MORE MILITANT POSITION AND THEIR SOME- 
WHAT UNHAPPY VIEW OF THE ARENTINE CHURCH HIERARCHY. THE 

NUNCIO HAS TOLD VAROUS AMBASSADORS AND VISITORS, INCLUDING HUMANR 
RIGHTS COORDINATOR PATRCIA DERI AN, THAT HE HAS SPOKEN BLUNTLY 
TO PRESIDENT VIDELA ABOUT THE NEED TO IMPROVE THE GOA RECORD ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND WARNED THAT RELATIONS WITH THE PAPACY MAY 
SOON DETERIORATE. 

7. FOR ITS PART, GOA HAS TRIED TO AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH CHURCH 
WITHOUT AT SAME TIME RETREATING ON WHAT IT CONSIDERS 
NECESSARY POLICIES IN REGARD TO SUPPRESSION OF SUBVERSION. 
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THERE HAVE BEEN NO MORE MURDERS OF PRIESTS BY SECURITY FORCES, 

AND HARASSMENT OF PRIESTS AND NUNS IN SCHOOLS OR WORKING WITH THE 
POOR IS NOT NOW A SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM (ALTHOUGH THIS IN PART 
MY BE DUE TO LESSENED ACTIVITY ON PART OF CHUCH IN SOME OF THE 
MORE VULNERABLE FIELDS). GOA IS VERY UNLIKELY TO LET ITS RELATIONS 
WITH THE CHURCH DEVELOP INTO SERIOUS AND OPEN CONFRONTATION WITHOUT 
MAKING AT LEAST SOME COSMETIC CONCESSIONS, BUT IT DOES NOT APPEAR 
YET THAT THE CHURCH IS PUSHING HARD ENOGHT TO BRING THE GOA 
TO EVEN THAT POINT. 
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